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Tue NarionaL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Twentieth General Meeting of the Association 
was held at the Rooms of the Society of Arts, Lon- 
don, on July 29th and 30th, and proved to be the 
most successful meeting held in the Metropolis since 
the Veterinary Congress called by the late John 
Henry Steel and Mr. George Banham. Previous 
meetings in London have failed from the apathy and 
indifference displayed by the local practitioners, and 
we regret to say that one of the most conspicuous 
features of this meeting has been the miserable 
attendance of Metropolitan practitioners. Exclusive 
of officials of the Association and teachers from 
Camden Town, only fourteen London members put 
in an appearance. If we cannot go so far as to 
characterise this negligence as gross incivility to the 
provincial practitioner we are well within the mark 
in saying that it is evidence of such a want of Esprit 
de corps as is seldom shown by men calling them- 
selves scientific gentlemen. If the whole of our 
members were like this we should, in 1902, be behind 
the social and scientific level the profession attained 
in 1844, 

The few London men who did attend and the 
provincial practitioners who came in force from every 
quarter—some after a journey of 400 miles—made 
the meeting a success, and filled the two days with 
well sustained debate. The subjects discussed were 
Glanders, Pneumonia and Distemper. It would be 
difficult to select three of greater importance or wider 
interest, and we venture to think that no one attended 
the meeting without profit. 


Tue Diyner. 


The dinner was held on Tuesday evening, at the 
Holborn Restaurant, with Professor M’Fadyean in 
the chair. The experiment of inviting ladies to the 
dinner was a brilliant success—as satisfactory ap- 
parently to the ladies as to the gentlemen. Speeches 
Were shortened, and the musical programme a little 


fuller than usual. Nota hitch occurred, and not a 
complaint was heard. 


Next Year. 


It was decided at the meeting to hold our next 
a at Windermere, under the presidency of 

r. Garnet. To avoid conflicting with local shows 
and with the duties of those who have to attend 
annual drills in July, it is probable that in 1903 our 
meeting will not take place until the end of August 
or beginning of September. 


MAMMITIS IN A HEIFER, FOLLOWED BY 
EXTENSIVE SUPPURATION OF THE GLAND. 





Some four months ago a client called for medicine 
and lotion for a heifer suffering from inflammation 
of the udder. 

About three weeks later | was wired for to see her 
when we found the mamma to have acquired huge 
proportions. Exceedingly tense to the feel, some- 
what tympanitic on percussion, and on succussion 
a liquid sound could be detected ; no difficulty was ex- 
perienced in arriving at a definite diagnosis. 

{ enclose a rough, but proportionably an accurate, 
sketch of the case, and before the operation a tape 
was placed round the gland at its widest, measuring 
in circumference 5 ft. 34in. The quarters of the 
organ seemed to be entirely obliterated, the whole 
coalescing, and the teats themselves huag as rudi- 
mentary projections. 

The operation consisted of lancing the gland at its 
most depencent part; not with a lancet, however, 
but with a lance-shaped hot iron, the thickness of 
tissue to go through being nearly three-quarters of an 
inch. The nerve fibre being almost paralysed by 
virtue of the tenseness of the part, the operation was 
comparatively painless. The fluid collected was be- 
tween four and five gallons, besides masses of broken 
down parenchyma, yellow in colour, friable in 
consistence and odourless. The fluid was typical 
purile matter. The cavity was irrigated daily with 
Izal, and the healing process took about six weeks to 
complete, and now the organ is shrivelled up to the 
size of an inactive gland. 

Remarks.—To those who have noexperience on the 
surgery of the udder in cows I would point out the 
great danger of hemorrhage and sometimes fatal 
hemorrhage in lancing that organ, and I know of a 
case where a quack lanced a heifer’s udder over night 
in a number of places and the owner found her dead 
in the stable next morning lying in a mass of blood 
with membranes ashen pale. The reason is obvious 
when one thinks of the structure one has to deal 
with. The parenchyma consisting as it does of a net- 
work of capillaries embedded in fibrous connective 
tissue, it stands to reason when the vessels are cut 
across the mouths have not the scope to recoil on 
themselves, hence the difficulty of checking the flow 
of blood. Of course in cases of emergency a com- 
press can be placed on the milk blood-vessels and 
tied up tight over the loins, and plugging can also 
be had recourse to. 
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My advice, therefore, to those about to perform a 
major operation on the cow’s udder is first to be well 
prepared and supplied with styptics, surgical, thera- 


peutical, and mechanical, 
W. Scort. 





Bridgwater. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


GLANDERS IN RouMANIA. 
(Concluded from page 39.) 


6.—Nodules of a non-glanderous nature may be 
found in glandered horses and nodules of an 
apparently harmless nature may be glanderous, so 
that the presence of the bacillus must be taken as a 
test. 

7.— The following data bave been gathered from 
our observations. In an affected stable, one or two 
horses may be glandered and as many more be simply 
suspected, while 20 to 30 apparently healthy animals 
will give a typical reaction. More than 90 per cent. 
of suspected animals react, of these about 5-10 per 
cent. give evidence of lesions in the upper air tract 
while the other 90 per cent. exhibit no visible signs. 
Of horses apparently healthy 20-39 per cent. show a 
small typical or atypical reaction which upon 
repetition develops into a typical reaction, or remains 
absolutely negative, or cannot be classed; in these last 
about 5 per cent. evidently become glandered, while 
90 per cent. never do. In about 80 per cent. of 
horses which have reacted susceptibility to mallein 
disappears after two or three months, and glanders 
may develop in horses which have not reacted in the 
proportion of 0-2 per cent. 

8.—The following methods of procedure are 
recommended in dealing with glanders :— 

(a) Destruction of clinically affected animals. 
(>) Two injections of mallein at intervals of one 
or two weeks to assure reaction. 
(c) Isolation of suspects giving typical reaction 
once. 
(d) Careful disinfection of stables. 
(e) Isolation, with liberty to work, of horses re- 
acting atypically. 
(7) Destruction of such horses as presented suspici- 
_ous symptoms and gave a typical reaction. 
(y) Use of separate troughs, utensils, etc., which 
should be washed under special supervision 
for horses reacting. 
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(h) Systematic injection of mallein for such horses 

with increasing doses for a month. 

(i) After the second month two injections of 
ordinary doses of mallein. 

(j) Those horses which still give a typical reaction 
should be slaughtered ; if very valuable they 

should be subjected to another series of tests, 

| and if reacting then, slaughter.— La Clin. Vet. 








MercurRIALIsM IN CATTLE. 


In the course of six months a cow received 10°95 
grammes of hydrarg. perchlor. and neither eczema, 
stomatitis, ptyalism or dysentery were noticed. The 
injections were made in three periods. 

(1.) Mercury was found in the saliva, in the urine, 
‘feces, milk, in the urine upon two examinations up 
to 4 per 1000. 

({I.) Mercury was found in appreciable quantities 
| in the blood, traces in defibrinated blood, and a por- 
tion of muscle excised from the rump. In the 
wnilk gr. 0-003 per litre. 

(III.) Analysis gave gr. 0°0052 per 1000 in faces, 
in urine gr 0:006 per 1000. 

Post-mortem symptoms : Remarkable injection of the 
vessels of the pia mater, cedema of the brain, serum 
in the ventricles, thickening and fibrous consistency 
of the pituitary body. Thrombosis of the jugular, 
good condition of the abdominal subcutaneous vein 
although 50 injections had been made into it, coagula- 
tion in the pulmonary artery. Slight cedema of the 
lung with pneumonie foci. Heart normal in size, 
consistency, and valves, slight ecchymoses on the 
epicardium and endocardium of the right ventricle. 
Liver affected badly with flukes. Left kidney normal. 
Right, hyperemia of subcortical tissue. Stomach 
normal, intestines somewhat hyperemic and contained 
mucus.—La Clin. Vét. 

F. E, P. 





| VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 
| ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


LUNCHEON AND MEFTING aT MAIDENHEAD. 


| Friday, July 4th, will long be remembered by those 
| who on that day visited Maidenhead to attend the post- 
| poned ordinary meeting of the Royal Counties V.M.A, 
| the pleasure of the gathering having been enormously 
enhanced by the great hospitality of Mr. James F. Simp- 
son, F.R.C.V.S., J.P., who issued a great many invita 
| tions to luncheon, as he did on two other occasions of the 
Association’s visits tu the pleasant riverside town. 

The luncheon was served in the Town Hall Buildings 
at on2 o'clock, by Mr. E. Spindler, the well-know® 
caterer, and was of the most récherché description. Mr. 
J. F. Simpson presided, supported on his right by Mr.J: 
Sutcliffe Hurndall (President of the Association), and? 
his left by Mr. Ernest Gardner, M.P. for East Berkshire. 
The company also included Messrs. J. P. 8. Walker, hon. 
treasurer, Oxford ; Percy J. Simpson, hon. sec., Maiden 
head ; W. G. Flanagan, Reading : James East, Aylesbury : 
Waiter Western, Bracknell ; Sydney H. Slocock, Hout 
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slow ; A. L. Butters, London ; G. E. King, Abingdon ; 
T. W. Lepper, Aylesbury ; Col. J. Drummond Lambert, 
C.B., A.V.D., Col. Walters, C.B., A.V.D., Dr. Arnold 
Thomson, Maidenhead ; Messrs. J. Fraser, St. Alban’s ; 
A. W. Mason, Leeds ; E. Lionel Stroud, London ; H. G. 
Simpson, Windsor ; W. L. Harrison, London ; Robert C. 
Trigger, Newcastle-under- Lyme ; J. Budgen, J.P., Maid- 
enhead ; F. J. C. Forss, solicitor, Maidenhead ; R. Porch, 
London ; J. C. Coleman, Swindon ; Chas. Pack, Lyming- 
ton ; Wm. Shipley, Yarmouth, etc. 

The CHAIRMAN, after grace, said that as time was of 
importance to them the speeches would be few. He 
would first submit a toast which he’ was absolutely cer- 
tain would be received by every one of them with the 
greatest pleasure—that of His Majesty the King (Cheers.) 
The illness of their King had brought home to them, and 
had caused them to reflect upon, the great qualities of 
the Head of this Realm ; and he was perfectly sure that 
everyone in that room, and every inhabitant of the 
Empire, desired that His Majesty might have a speedy 
restoration to his normal health. (Applause.) The 
bulletins which had been issued by the careful watchers 
of the King’s health were most encouraging. They, as 
veterinary surgeons, could recognise how carefully those 
bulletins had been weighed before they were allowed to 
meet the public eye, and as veterinary surgeons they had 
known what was in the mind of those physicians. He 
would ask them to drink with him, in all sincerity, the 
speedy restoration of the King to health, and long might 
he live. (Cheers.) 

The toast was right loyally honoured 

The CHAIRMAN then rose and said he was honoured 
that day by the presence of their Member for East Berk- 
shire, and he would ask him, asa true supporter of the 
veterinary profession, to propose the next toast. (Ap- 
plause. ) 

Mr. Ernest Garpner, M.P., said he had had an inti- 
mation from bis friend the Chairman, literally within the 
past five minutes, that he was to propose health and 
prosperity to that important institution the Royal Coun- 
ties Veterinary Medical Association. He did not com- 
plain, as some people sometimes did, upon the shortness 


of the notice. Had he received a longer notice he would | 
probably have “crammed for the job,” and got up some- 


thing out of an encyclopzedia or veterinary work, and re- 
tailed it at second hand. (Laughter). He thought in 
preference to that they would much rather have his 
Opinion as it were without any kind of meditation, on 
which he thought the public, and particularly the busi- 
ness to which be belonged, owed to the veterinary pro- 
fession. He was informed that their principal meeting 


terrible results. He remembered the cattle plague, and 
the enormous losses from that; he himself lost 100 
animals within a mile of where they were sitting. Every- 
one seemed helpless and baffled in dealing with that 
disease, which was at last got rid of by simply stamping 
it out, killing every animal that was diseased or happen- 
ed to be near any infected herd. (Hear, hear.) But it 
'wasa long while before people would submit to what 
the veterinary profession laid down as the only way of 
dealing with a disease of that kind, viz., to absolutely 
stamp it out at its first outbreak, and to close all ports 
against it. (Hear, hear.) He might say the same of 
foot-and-mouth complaint, which also caused such enor- 
mous losses to agriculturists, yet in regard to which it 
was even nowadays a difficult thing to get the agricul- 
tural interest to support the veterinary profession in the 
measures they considered absolutely necessary to deal 
with it. (Hear, hear.) Throughout all that time the 
veterinary profession had worked steadily in the direc- 
tion of controlling those and other diseases. He did not 
know whether he ought to say they had been very self- 
denying in so working, for it was obvious that the more 
they could extirpate such diseases, the less was likely to 
be the employment of veterinary surgeons ; but he ven- 
tured to hope that as they closed one and another of 
those avenues for professional work they might find 
others, which he hoped they would also close when they 
'did find them. But, close fields of work as they might, 
' there was and would be still a tremendous field open for 
| scientific research and veterinary endeavour. (Hear, 
hear). Although they had during the last quarter of a 
century and more saved British agriculture from very 
great losses, there was a very wide field yet open to 
science in dealing with animal diseases, and as time went 
on he hoped they would find sume of those diseases con- 
trolled as easily as foot-and-mouth disease, cattle plague, 
and so on had been controlled in times gone by. (Hear, 
hear.) To go off at a very sharp tangent, he was told 
that the members of the veterinary profession were some- 
what agitated by what he thought they justlv considered 
was not a proper form of recognition of the valuable 
'element they formed in the life, he might say, of the 
whole Empire. He ventured to express his own opinion 
when he said they had some grounds for the complaint 
| they were making. In the past great war, for instance, 
| although the human element played as it were the great 
| part, still the equine element was of more importance in 
‘that war than in any other that had ever taken place in 
the history of the world ; and, further, everything poin- 
ted to the equine element taking in any future war a 
very much larger part than we had been accustomed to 








was held annually, and that their other gatherings were | in the history of the country. (Hear, hear.) I[t was 


ofa moveable character ; and it struck him that if the 
moveable meetings were of such a kind as that of that 
day they would not object to their being held oftener in 
the year than the regulations of the Association laid 
down. (Hear, hear.) But that was neither here nor 
there. He proposed the health of that Association with 
very great and sincere pleasure, not the pleasure that had 
arisen from the enjoyment of sitting at that table under 
the kindly auspices of the Chairman, but because he did 
feel that they of the agricultural interest owed much to | 
the veterinary profession for their exertions during now 
a long number of years, exertions which had conferred 
upon them a vast amount of benefit, and had, he hoped, 
been satisfactory to those who had been the instruments 
of conferring that benefit. He (Mr. Gardner) could 
carry his recollections back over forty years in connec- 
ton with the veterinary profession, and the losses in 
— life by diseases which were a fearful scourge in 
paptisn: days. Then those scourges were merely considered 
° ae of course, and the farmers suffered year by year 
2 8 losses from diseases that veterinary science 

ad since then, if not altogether exterminated, at any 


obvious from that that the veterinary profession must 
have been of great importance to the Government in 
carrying on the immense operations with which they 
were burdened ; and, that being so, he thought it was a 
very grave omission that in the honours distributed 
lately the veterinary profession should have been appar- 
ently entirely forgotten. (Hear, hear.) He had had it 
suggested that they might suffer from want of Parlia- 
mentary representation, but that could hardly be se when 
one noticed the immense strides the profession had 
rightly made in the estimation of the public during the 
last quarter of a century. He had a very worthy old 
fellow working on his farm now, who had worked for 
him many years, who still would say, after a journey 
into Maidenhead on certain business, that he “ had been 
to the horse farriers.” That did mark the estimation in 
which the veterinary profession was considered 40 years 
or more ago, when that worthy old fellow was a young 
man. Butlet them compare the profession now, and the 
enormous benefits it conferred on the community with 
what it was even 30 years ago. Now veterinary surgeons 
had to go through examinations as severe and compre- 





rate practically freed the English farmer from their 


hensive as those that had to be faced before men could 
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become members of any other of the great professions ; 
and that being so, and looking at the status 
they had obtained rightly from their own exertions 
and from the benefits they conferred on the country, he 
considered that they were entitled to the same recogni- 
tion other professions had. (Hear, hear.) When one 
saw the honours conferred upon others who had rendered 
services perhaps of not more vital importance at a criti- 
cal time in the history of the Empire, one could not but 
think that the State should have recognised the veteri- 
nary profession in the same degree that they had recog- 
nised other professions ; and in that respect he hoped 
their grievances would be remedied. (Applause.) But 
he gathered there was a grievance of a more permanent 
character of which veterinary surgeons complsined, and 
which he hoped would be considered. The Army veteri- 
nary officers were expected to place their services at the 
call of their country in times of emergency, and he could 
not help thinking they were entitled, when they did so 
in connection with the Army, to have conferred upon 
them the same rank as others who did the nation service 
of a like character. He failed to see why the Govern- 
ment should not concede a point of that kind. (Hear, 
hear.) They were influenced by other than mercenary 
considerations, and the veterinary profession, as all other 
professions that served the State, placed some value on 
the rank and honours conferred upon them as a conse- 
quence of the duties they had. perhaps for long years per- 
formed ; and it would not militate against economy if, 
in the rewards of the veterinary profession, as in the 
purely conbatant professions and the Army Medical 
Department, honours were conferred on them as part of 
the reward for the services they rendered to the State. 
({Applause.) He wondered, from that point of view, 
that the Government did not fall in more readily with 
the just claims of the veterinary profession for recogni- 
tion in the matter of rank, naving regard to the services 
they had rendered to the State. (App.) La proposing 
the toast of that Society he stood very helpless as to par- 
ticulars, but he was confident it was a worthy branch of 
the great medical profession, which had done its part 
nobly in bringing about that. great reform in dealing 
with the diseases of animals that had taken place in the 
last 30 or 40 years. (Applanse.) He had great pleasure 
in coupling with the toast the name of their President, 
Mr. Hurndall. (App.) 
Mr. Sutciirre HuRNDALL, responding, said the 
resent occasion had been rendered one of an eminently 
important character in virtue of the fact that the last 
toast had been presented to them by a Member of the 
House of Commons. (Hear. hear.) The proposer of 
that toast had touched upon several matters of very 
vital interest as affecting their profession. They were 
placed in this unfortunate position, that in order to get 
what had been ey described as their bare rights they 
were obliged almcst to “sound their own trumpets.” 
That was not a very gratifying position for them to find 
themselves in. (Hear, hear). It seemed that they could 
not obtain the recognition which in the opinion of those 
who were well able to judge was their perfect right, 
unless they went right up to the door of the House of 
Commons and asked for it. Personally he must confess 
that he did not feel inclined to do that ; but Mr. Gardner 
had given them this encouragement, he had told them 
that men of practical experience such as he was. and 
gentlemen who had had to do with agriculture and. with 
the breeding and rearing of stock, had in a large number 
of instances recognised the value of the services of the 
veterinary profession. Difficulties had been placed in 
pod “6 by ae re. such as the Board of Agri- 
e and also ities ; ‘ 
which 4 y the authorities at the War Office, 
on Member for East Berks. What they had to for 
out of the authorities, as it were, as their right was a 


a very acceptable reward, as he thought they would all 





ad been referred to very appropriately by the | 


' agree ; but it was very gratifying to know that there 


were Members in the House of Commons who recognised 
that the veterinary profession had done something for 
the benefit of the country at large. (Applause). It was 
no exaggeration to say that the veterinary profession 
had done more, absolutely, for the success and prosperity 
of this country even than the medical profession. (Hear, 
hear.) The medical profession had been the saving, 
no doubt, of valuable lives; but what the veterinary 
profession had done had been to promote the immense 
prosperity and riches of this country, without which 
neither this nor any other nation could succeed, although 
the Board of Agriculture had not yet recognised the im- 
portance of having professional advice. The veterinary 
surgeon had been absolutely pushed into the background 
to “play second fiddle” to some gentleman or other 
who had been appointed in the office of the Board of 
Agriculture. (Hear, hear). That difficulty had and still 
existed ; but whether it would continue remained to be 
seen. (Hear, hear.) The pcint to which the Chairman 
had referred with so much force, respecting veterinarians 
in the Army deserved equal consideration and attention. 
(Hear, hear.) Only the previous night he heard that a 
Member of Parliament was going to ask the Minister for 
War his intentions on the subject ; and he gleaned from 
the Chairman’s remarks that the question was put and 
that some fruit would be the result thereof, and that 
those who had served in the late war would at all events 
receive some sort of recognition. (Applause.) 

It now became his pleasure to ask them to drink 
another toast. Assuredly not many societies were 
blessed as the Royal Counties’ Association was. They 
had among their small numbers, as compared with many 
other Societies, some of the ete of their profession ; and 
they were able to do in that Association what many 
others could not, or did not do. They had a great benefit 
in the fact of their Association being a moveable one, 
at any rate as regarded the second meeting of the year; 
and they had the further advantage of receiving, as they 
had received that day, the extreme kindness of their 
host. He asked them to drink, in a real bumper, to the 
health of their Host, Mr. James Simpson. (Cheers). 

The toast was drunk with musical honours and ringing 
cheers for the Host, Mrs. James Simpson, and their 
family. 

The CHAIRMAN, who was cheered on rising, returned 
many thanks to the company for their recognition of the 
small efforts he had made to entertain them that day. 
He was delighted to see his guests, and would have been 
still more delighted to have seen all whom'he had in- 
vited. But veterinary surgeons were the creatures of 
circumstances, and it would not be surprising to those 
present to know that out of the 80 invitations he issued 
only the small number present were able to be there. 
The hardnesss of the times in regard to men who worked 
single-handed—and they were not all able to have the 
assistance of partners—rendered it extremely difficult 
for them to get away at short notice to attend a meeting 
of that kind. (Hear, hear). He thanked them very 
heartily for their kind reception of the toast. He was 
delighted to see them, and he would be equally glad to 
welcome them again whenever it pleased the Society to 
fix its summer meeting at Maidenhead. (Cheers.) 

Col. Lampert, C.B., having been called on by the 
Chairman, made a few remarks. There were, he said, 
two of the Army Veterinary Department present that 
day who had received the honour of the Most Honour- 
able Order of the Companionship of the Bath—Colonel 
Walters and himself. It was not known that in the 
late campaign, when the orders were given, Colone 
Spooner was made a Companion of the Most Honourable 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, and another Major 
received the Order of the Distinguished Service. H* 





himself was granted by the King, in June last, the 
reward for Distinguished and Meritorious Service. (AP 
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plause). The officers of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment who had received the D.S.O. were a very large 
number, and were so well rewarded that he thought 
they might be proud of their position. The veterinary 
profession was going to have a very great lift, they 
might be sure; and he hoped they would all be 
satisfied. 


BUSINESS MEETING. 


The meeting was then proceeded with, the visitors—as 
is the custom of this Society—remaining. The President 
(Mr. Hurndall) took the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been published 
.were taken as read. 


THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ARMY AND THE 
PROFESSION. 


The PRESIDENT said that before they passed to the 
business on the agenda paper he would ask Mr. Simpson 
to introduce a matter to their notice which was of some 
importance as affecting the relations between the Army 
and their profession. 

Mr. J. F. Smwpson said they had been made acquainted 
by the daily papers with the fact that Captain Norton 
M.P., who had before now put useful questions to various 
Ministers in connection with the Army Veterinary 
Department, submitted the previous night two questions 
to the Minister for War, In substance they amounted to 
this: Was Mr. Brodrick aware that the Council of the 
Royal College had recently passed a resolution that in 
future, unless the reasonable requests of the profession 
were complied with, the Council could not see its way 
to recommend graduates of the College to enter the 
Army. It might be interesting to them to know the 
contents of that letter, and as he had a copy he would 
submit it. 


Roya CoLLEGE or VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 


June 7th, 1902. 
Sir, 

We, the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons representing our Profession, beg again to bring 
before your notice, the condition of the Army Veterinary 
Department and the grievances of the Officers serving 
in it. 

We would remind you that you were good enough to 
receive a deputation from the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons on the 29th June, 1901, and as a result, 
a Royal Warrant for the improvement of the position of 
the Veterinary Department’s Officers was promulgated 
on the 20th March, 1902. 

The improvements in promotion, pay, and pension 
granted by this warrant, are, we regret to have to inform 
you, considered utterly inadequate by the members of 
our profession, and will not help to fill the depleted ranks 
of the Department, in which we beg to remind you there 
are abvut 50 vacancies with no prospect of suitable can- 
didates coming forward. 

We wish to point out the following :— 


1.—The persistent refusal to grant Army rank to the 
Army Veterinary Department Officers, who alone, 
of any branch of His Majesty’s Service do not enjoy 
this privilege. 

2.—The lack of authority in their own Hospitals and 
over their own subordinates. 

3.—The appointment of a combatant officer as Inspector 
of Veterinary Hospitals in South Africa. 

4.—The mere fact of his being a Veterinary Officer 
renders him ineligible to purchase remounts on his 
Own responsibility, although he is considered 
specially qualified to purchase horses in civil life. 





5.—That the same reason prevents his being appointed 
as Aide-de-Camp to a General Officer even when 
his services have been specially asked for. 


These disabilities of our Military brethren we look 
upon as degrading, and calculated to lower our 
status asa profession in the eyes of the public to 
both our social and financial disadvantage. 

We are of opinion that an invidious distinction is 
made between our Graduates and those of the 
Medical Profession in the Royal Medical Corps 
and that the periods of service for promotion to the 
oe of Captain and Major should be the same in 
each. 

We are of opinion that Veterinary Officers should 
have charge of and authority in their own hospitals 
and over their own subordinates as in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps with Army Rank and Titles. 

We are of opinion that an adequate retiring pension 
of £365 per annum should be given at 20 years 
service as in the Royal Army Medical Corps, and 
not at 25 years as at present, which is another 
invidious distinction. 

We are of opinion that Executive Officers of over 25 
years service should receive the rank of Lieut.- 
Colonel, and Administrative Officers the rank of 
Colonel, with corresponding rates of pay and 
pa as in the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Also that the Director General should rank as Major 
General], with the rate of pay and pension now 
drawn by the Deputy Director General of the 
Army Medical Service. 

We are of opinion that the rates of pay given in 
India are inadequate and should be revised, and 
that “charge pay,” “specialist pay,” and “Study 
Leave” should be given. 

We pray that these present grievances may be recti- 
fied at an early date and the above concessions 
granted, as the educational attainments of our 

raduates are on a par with those of the Medical 
rofession, otherwise we regret to have to inform 
you, that as the elected Guardians of our Profes- 
sion, we feel we cannot advise the younger mem- 
bers of it to enter the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. In fact we are of opinion that we should 
be failing in our duty did we do so.—We have the 
honour to be, Sir, your obedient servants, 
ALEXANDER Lawson, President. 
A. W. Hitt, Secretary. 
To The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for War. 


Continuing, Mr. Simpson said the Minister for War 
had in the House of Commons acknowledged the receipt 
of that communication, but as to what would come of 
it he had no knowledge. It was for thé meeting that 
day to say whether they approved or disapproved the 
action of their governing body. If they approved it 
he thought it would be prudent to pass a resolution ex- 
pressing such approval, as had been done by other 
veterinary medical associations. (Hear, hear.) 

The PREsIDENT said after what they had heard he 
thought he should not be exceeding the duties of his 
position if he urged upon them not to lose any time in 
bringing that matter to a head by passing such a resolu- 
tion as had been indicated. That communication from 
the Council might lead them to recognise, even more 
clearly than in the past, that the want of recognition and 
an equal rank with the medical corps of the Army was 
one which reflected quite as much on the private practi- 
tioner as it did on the A.V.D., because it really amount- 
ed to a want of recognition of their professional abilities. 
That was the only light in which they could look upon 
it. Why should any difference, and especially such an 
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invidious difference, be made between themselves and 
the medical profession? (Hear, hear.) It had occurred 
to him on many occasions that the distinction which was 
made often, socially as well as in the Army, between 
their own profession and the medical profession, was 
altogether an unwarrantable one. (Hear, hear.) Let 
them take a graduate of any one of the London Hospitals 
and a graduate from the Royal College in Camden Town, 
and put the veterinary student in for the hospital and 
the hospital student in for the veterinary profession, and 
they would see that the veterinary student would come 
out best on many subjects, especially as he had much 
more work tu undergo in regard to anatomy than the 
student of human medicine. (App.) 

Mr. G. E. K1nG then proposed, and Mr. East seconded, 
the following resolution ; “That this meeting gives its 
hearty co-operation and support to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in the action they 
have taken in the matter of the status of the Army 
Veterinary Department. That a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to all the veterinary medical societies in the 
United Kingdom ; and further that the support of mem- 
bers of Parliament be requested by such individual mem- 
bers of the societies as may bein touch with them.” 

After remarks in support from Messrs. Butters, 
Mason, and Slocock, the motion was put and carried 
unanimously. 


Toe VictoRIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The meeting proceeded to consider the letter read at 
a meeting from Mr. Barrett in connection with this 

und. 

Mr. J. F. Srupson said he attended « meeting of the 
Society on the 2nd July and found they were sadly in 
want of funds. There was an offer from a veterinary 
surgeon to give £100 if another £400 could be raised 
within a reasonable time ; and it would be a pity if they 
did not al! make an effort to secure that very handsome 
offer. He assured them, as a member of tae Council, 
that the work the Society was doing was a really good 
one. It would almost break the hearts of some of them 
to know the details of cases of distress that occurred in 
their profession amongst some unfortunate members, 
and any help would be very much appreciated by the 
Council. 

Mr. SHIPLEY strongly emphasised the appeal, and men- 
tioned that the Eastern District had collected nearly £100 
for that special fund. 

After a statement from Mr. Walker as to the financial 
position of this Association, it was unanimously agreed 
on the motion of Mr. J. F. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
Lepper, that a sum of ten guineas be contributed from 
the funds of the Association towards the benevolent 
fund ; and Mr. Percy J. Simpson sent a collecting card 
round the room with the result that he was subsequently 
able to announce a total subscription of £26 5s. tor the 
good object, including a guinea from Mr. Gardner, M.P. 


THE Sanitary INstitTuTE Concress. 


The PrestpeNT and the Hon. Sec. were appointed 
delegates to represent the Association at this Congress 
at Manchester. 


New MEmMBERs. 


Mr. W. G. FLANAGAN, junr., M.R.C.V S., of Reading. 
was elected a member, and the following gentlemen were 
nominated for election to membership of the Association 
at the next meeting: Messrs. W. L. Harrison, South- 
wark ; R. Porch, Westminster ; H. G. Simpson, Windsor : 
= how mag Stroud, Paddington; and J. C Coleman, 

windon. 


PLace or Next MEETING. 


On the proposition of the Hon. Sec., second 
7 ° "> ed b 4 
Butters, it was agreed that the November sede Ben 





the Association be held as usual at headquarters, 10 Red 
Lion Square, Holborn. ' 


INTERESTING EXHIBITS. 


Mr. Percy Smmpson showed, described, and passed 
round the room the following interesting items : A lady’s 
hat pin (without head) which he had extracted from the 
abdomen of a cat, apparently without causing the animal 
the least distress or inconvenience. 

An ingenious false leg, made by a manufacturer of 
artificial limbs for human subjects, for a valuable bull- 
dog which had been “inspecting” a motor car. The 
crushed limb having been amputated by Mr. Simpson. 

Two slices from the udder of a black polled cow which 
gained many prizes while badly affected with tubercu- 
losis. 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Percy 
Simpson on the motion of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. 
East, and supported by the President. 

The Hon. Sec., in returning thanks, expressed the 
wish that more members would exhibit specimens of 
interest at the meetings of the Association and give their 
experiences. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the 
President for his able conduct in the chair, cordially 
passed on the call of Mr. Butters, seconded by Colonel 
Lambert. 

The company then proceeded to Strathmore House 
where Mrs. James F. Simpson dispensed afternoon tea, 
and those who were able to remain for late trains subse- 
quently enjoyed Mr. J. F. Simpson’s further hospitality 
in the form of a row on the river. The weather was 
delightful. 








CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C., on Thursday evening, July 3rd. Mr, A- 
Rogerson, President, in the chair. There were present : 
Messrs. A. L. Butters, H. Singleton, L. Savournin, W. R. 
Clarke, H. King, H. Gray, P.S. Howard, T. J. Wooff, H. 
A. MacCormack, 8. Villar, M. Clarke, J. S. Hurndall, R. 
Foreman, R. Porch, W. H. James, S. L. Stephens, 
W. H. Chase, R. Paine, P. W. D. Smith, D. Wyllie 
A. A. Johnson, A. R. Routledge, J. Rowe, E. Lionel 
Stroud, hon. sec., and two visitors. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

_ A telegram was read frum Mr. Slocock regretting his 
inability to attend the meeting. ' 

_ The Secretary read a letter from a member of the 
Society resigning his membership. 

It was agreed that in view of the fact that the mem- 
ber in question owed three years subscriptions the Secre- 
tary should write to him requesting the payment of the 
same before his resignation was taken into con- 
sideration. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Woorr exhibited a polypus of unusual size re- 
moved from the nose of a Russian pony between 12 an 
14 years of age, A previous polypus remcved from the 
same pony’s nose about ten months ago was sent to Prof. 
M’Fadyean, and he believed it now figured in the 
Museum at the Royal Veterinary College. The end of 
the polypus protruded from the nose and looked some 
thing like a tongue. On both occasions the polypus 
was removed by taking hold of it and tapping the 
horse under the chin, the polypus then coming away. 

Mr. Wooff also exhibited an ordinary bolt which was 
found sticking out of the coronet of a horse, just 
above the inside of the lateral cartilage. With the 
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assistance of a friend, the carman dragged the bolt out 
with a pair of pincers, but it was a most remarkable 
fact that the horse did not go lame. 
The PRESIDENT said that during his experience he 
had seen bolts and nails and all kinds of things picked 
up in horses feet, some causing lameness and some not. 
lt was surprising in many instances that horses did not 
show signs of lameness after picking up such big things. 
He had seen many specimens of polypus, but never one 
so large as that exhibited by Mr. Wooff. 
Mr. Butters thought the growth in the nose was 
robably a malignant one, from the fact that one growth 
ollowed the other. With regard to the bolt, he had 
seen cases where a nail had gone right through the back 
rt of the foot, and the animal had shown scarcely any 
ameness. The present case was unique owing to the 
size of the bolt. 


NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


Mr. C. Rrx, M.R.C.V.S., Calthorpe Street, N.W. was 
nominated as « Fellow of the Society 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Fellows of the Society:— Messrs. J. MacARTHUR, 
M.R.C.V.S., Southminster, Essex ; A. Grit, M.R.C.V.S. 
Bexley Heath ; and R. THRALE, M.R.C.V.S., Croydon. 


“ FeEs, CHARGES, Etc.” 
(Discussion on Mr. H. Gray’s Paper). 


Mr. Rows, in opening the discussion, thought that if 
everybody read the paper with a view to acting upon it 
very little would remain to be discussed. With regard 
to contracts, he had not a single one on his books; but 
if he accepted one he would expect to receive six 
guineas. As to visits, he stated on his card that he 
attended an animal within two miles fcr 5/- from two to 
four miles 10/., and beyond that according to distance. 
He thought there would be great difficulty in obtaining 
more than a guinea a horse asan examining fee, because 
it was well known that there were veterinary surgeons 
who examined two or three horses for that sum. As to 
touting, there was no question that more than one veteri- 
nary surgeon visited Tattersall’s without any commission 
to examine a horse, but merely in the hope of obtaining 
one. In regard to the author’s remarks in connection 
with the Royal Veterinary College, he thought that not 
only would its income but its prestige be improved if the 
fees were kept up to a level with those ordinarily charged 
by the rank and file of the profession. Only this season 
he attended a stable containing seven horses belonging 
to a man of great wealth which went to the Royal Col- 
lege to be shod at 4s. per head. That was scandalous. 
He could not understand how the College sanctioned 
competition with neighbouring practitioners any more 
than he could understand medical hospitals opening their 
doors for the sale of books and medical appliances ; he 
could not see why the College should compete on a 
business basis, with no rates and taxes to pay for their 
forge as individual property, on the terms which he paid 
almost to the penny for labour alone. Some years ago, 
in connection with Mr. Moore, another veterinary sur- 
xeon, he took the bull by the horns and attacked the 

ollege—for two of its practices, first, the prices charged 
and, second, the detriment to the students of the ab- 
sence of the professors from the lectures they were paid 
to give owing to their undertaking professional services 
elsewhere. He received many subscriptions from a 
number of practitioners in support of the agitation, 
and ultimately the College met them by deputation, 
and promised to amend their evil ways by raising the 
price of stabling to their clients to something over a 
guinea a week and the shoeing-to 5s. That went on 
for a year or two, but the prices then relapsed to 


establishment of the so-called cheap practice and the 
great abuse at present existing. He could instance 
cases in which people had taken cabs to the College to 
have a dog treated. Until the College woke up to the 
fact that they should act in an honourable manner, 
raise their fees, and put themselves on a par with the 
practitioners they were doing a work which one was 
ashamed to acknowledge. He knew of many an in- 
stance where one man covered another, who could well 
afford tu pay, by his subscription to the College He 
knew a member of the County Council who objected 
to pay his (Mr. Rowe’s) fees of 2/6 because he could 
get what he required done at the College for 1/-. 

He kad always had a strong objection to the Board 
of Agriculture. The Secretary of the Board being his 
brother-in-law, from private information received some 
time ago he was led to believe that a large number 
of appointments as inspectors would be made. Believing 
that he could combine that office with his practice, he 
had an interview with the Secretary and stated his wishes 
but was told that veterinary surgeons were not re- 
quired because they interfered with others. The Board 
of Agriculture was chiefly composed of military and 
naval officers on the retired list, who were put intu 
a position, through influence at Court, of which they 
know about as much as the average woman did of the 
offside of a horse from the near. He thoroughly 
agreed with the author’s contention that 10/6 should be 
charged for giving a certificate ; it was not just to the 
practitioner or the profession to charge such a ridiculous 
sum as 3/6. Healsoagreed that a show inspector should 
not go round and inspect animals before they were sent 
in. He differed with Mr. Gray on the question of 
charges for inspection of animals for insurance com- 
panies. It was very easy to answer the set questions, 
and he doubted very much whether an advance in the 
fees could be made, although he did not regard them 
as proper or remunerative. 

In regard to the fees at Metropolitan Police Courts, 
they were somewhat a temptation to dishonesty. Ifa 
horse was attended in the street, and, in the opinion of 
the practitioner, there was not sufficient evidence to 
warrant detention, his word was taken as a gentleman ; 
he obtained his half-guinea and the matter ended. But 
if he decided that the Court should decide on the merits 
of the case he had to waste half a day for the same fee. 
There were cases in which excessive zeal did not com- 
mend itself to the practitioner. Night visits were not 
referred to in the paper. For such visits he charged a 
guinea, and wanted to know whum he was going to 
serve and whether the people who fetched him were 
sufficiently authorised to do so. Younger members 
might be led into very unthankful business in the cause 
of humanity, and bad colds into the bargain. In regard 
to approaching the College on the subject of raising the 
fees, i doubted very much whether, with the advertise- 
ment clause staring practitioners in the face, which the 
College as a trading concern was allowed to waive, any 
change could be effected which would reflect on the 
credit on the College and place practitioners in a proper 
position. 

In conclusion, he would make the following replies 
to the questions asked vy Mr. Gray at the end of his 
paper :— 

Ist.— Yes. 

2nd.—Yes, but it would be useless. 

3rd.—Not having relatives in the Army he would not 
answer the question. 

4th.—Considering how The Record and others had 
egged away on the question he was afraid it would be 
oa of time to take the matter up Money was to be 
made in the different departments, and gentlemen of 





a charged at the present time. That was how the 
ollege kept their word, the outcome of it being the 


good a but without money, were ready to be put 


into them. It was very much the same in regard to the 
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recently published honours. Where were the veterinary 
surgeons? Only one, Pell, had had an Order given 
him. There was no recognition of the services of the 
veterinary surgeon3 in the War Office who had been 
worked to death. : : 
He had a serious statement to make in conclusion. 


‘His practice was in the West End where he had to deal 


largely with coachmen, all of whom kept a book, in 
which they entered all sorts of items. If they were new 
to the job, as a start they’came to the veterinary sur 
geon fora ball or a dose of physic and paid for it, and 
that was all one saw of them for years ; but it would 
open one’s eyes if he could get hold of the book and see 
how frequently the same item, at the veterinary sur- 
geon’s price, appeared. Balls and powders figured largely 
in his (Mr. Rowe’s) books in the old days, but they were 
less frequent now, although he knew they were charged 
in the coachman’s book. 

Mr. Woorr thought the author ought to be highly 

complimented for bringing sucha practical paper before 
the Society. He had, however, missed one of the great- 
est curses of the profession in London in reference to 
fees. Ifa horse was purchased at an auction and re- 
turned it had to be accompanied by a veterinary sur- 
geon’s certificate, for which the seller, if his horse was 
taken back, had to allow the purchaser 10s. 6d. In Lon- 
don a great many men examined the horses for 5s. and 
zranted a certificate, for which when the certificate was 
ental into the office the holder received 10s. 6d., thus 
poeketting 5s. 6d. on the transaction. In his opinion 
that was disgraceful, and he thought the Council ought 
to take energetic steps to purge the profession of such 
members. If it could be proved that a veterinary sur- 
geon examined a horse without seeing it and gave a cer- 
titicate of soundness he should be brought before the 
Registration Committee. The Veterinary College was 
another bugbear. If the Governors of the College, who 
he supposed were men of business, gauged the value of 
the abilities of their professors by only charging two 
guineas for five examinations, he had uo fault to find 
with them, the more they examined for the money the 
less the public would think of them. If a medical prac- 
titioner charged ten guineas for a patient tue assumption 
was that he was a gvod man, whereas if aaother practi- 
tioner charged only 2s. 6d. he was not thought so much 
of. With regard to Insurance companies, a member of 
the Society told him recently of a client who bought 
eight or nine young horses in the country. When he 
visited them on the following Sunday he found an in- 
spector of the insurance company present, who was trot- 
ting the horses up and dowa and hitting them in the 
wind. There was no doubt that the object was to give 
a second report to the owner different from the first 
under the cloak of the insurance business. Practitioners 
who did a lot of work for insurance companies should 
be given a pretty wide berth. He thought it ought to be 
reported that the coachman was robbing the veterinary 
surgeon, and if a case could be proved the owner ought 
to be written to. 

Mr. VILLAR thought everyone would agree with the 
author’s statement on p. 4 that “we ought to combine 
and act as one man in our dealings with the general 
public, the State Departments, and the Local Authori- 
ties. It was because he thought the profession ought to 
combine in that way that he was present, the quotation 
he had read dealing with a topic which peculiarly affec- 
ted metropolitan practitioners, viz., the fees now allowed 
by the Home Secretary for the attendance of veterinary 
surgeons as expert witnesses in police court proceedings 
within the Metropolitan Police Court district. On the 
18th October, 1901, a letter was received from Mr 
Ritchie enclosing a scale of fees to be allowed to veteri- 
nary surgeons for examining animals, by which, under 
certain circumstances a veterinary surgeon was called 
upon to examine an animal and give evidence befure the 





magistrates for a fee of 5s. The Council of the Royal 
College wrote to the Home Secretary strongly protesting 
against the scale, and had received a reply that he was 
unable to modify it. The Council had again protested, 
and that very day at the Council meeting his suggestion 
had been adopted that a small committee consisting of 
about four gentlemen should be formed to enquire into 
the subject, with power to act to collect evidence, to 
address in person the chief magistrate of the Metropoli- 
tan Police courts, or even toask that they might be re- 
ceived as a deputation by the Home Secretary. The 
Committee were very anxious to get all the information 
they could, and after reading Mr. Gray’s suggestion that 
the profession ought to act together he thought he could 
not do better than ask the Society to appoint a small 
committee to act with the committee of the Royal Col- 
lege with the idea of investigating the matter. If that 
could be done great practical results would accrue from 
the reading of the paper. It was not so much the loss 
of money, but the principle which was involved. If 
veterinary surgeons had to accept 5s. for attending the 
police court as witnesses it would not be long before 
people in the High Court would be objecting to giving 
two or five guineas as professional fees. He was well 
aware that if a man was subpcened he was bound to give 
evidence and accept the fees ordinarily paid in Court, 
but a veterinary surgeon could refuse to see a horse and 
express an opinion to the police or the magistrate except 
at an adequate fee. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Rowe, Mr. Villar said 
that a man who refused to attend would soon be called 
upon in the King’s name to attend. If one of the par- 
ties to a suit desired his attendance he simply had to go 
to the Clerk of the Court and say the attendance of a 
certain man was necessary for the conduct of his case 
and a subpoena was granted. 

Mr. Porcu considered it was a Utopian idea to think 
that it would be possible to make all practitioners charge 
the same fees, because some men put much more value 
on their services than others. If a minimum scale of 
fees was fixed and the value of the animal taken into 
consideration, a great deal of argument would arise be- 
tween the veterinary surgeon and the owner as to the 
animal’s value, the latter being sure to contend that the 
value of the horse was less than that stated by the veteri- 
nary surgeon. Many practitioners charged according to 
what they thought the owner could pay. He certainly 
thought the Royal Veterinary College entered into undue 
competition with veterinary surgeons in London. He 
could not follow Mr. Wooff’s argument that if the Col- 
lege liked to examine ten horses for two guineas they 
should be allowed to do so. That would equally hold 
good with regard to the private practitioner. It was not 
fair to the graduates who had set up in practice, nor was 
it fair to the professors under whom they had studied 
to work fora less fee than that fromt which a decent 
living could be obtained. He was afraid nothing could 
be done in the matter. The Royal College had fixed 
their own gauge and intended to run on it, and would 
not take any notice of what was said by the practitioners 
with whom they were competing. With regard to the 
A.V.D. there was no doubt that all veterinary practi- 
tioners would like to see the standard of the veterinary 
surgeon in the Army raised ; it would not only be bene- 
ficial to them but would raise the status of the profession 
generally. The Board of Agriculture had been approach: 
ed and everything done to make them alter their evil 
ways, but it seemed to have no effect. With regard to 
the veterinary surgeons at Shows, as he understood from 
the paper when veterinary surgeons were appointed in- 
spectors of shows they made it a rule to go round to the 
districts from which the exhibits were gathered and 
solicit examination of the horses before they were sent to 
the shows in order to ensure that they would not be re- 
jected by the examiners when they went into the show 
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wing. If that were so he thought it was extremely unfair | 
to the local practitioner, and also unprofessional. The 
show inspector was not appointed to go and take away 
the clients of other practitioners but to examine horses 
when they went to the show. 

The PRESIDENT said that with regard to the examina- 
tion of horses for show purposes, as a rule two or three 
veterinary surgeons were elected by the Society to 
examine the horses before they went into the show ring, 
and he thought in fairness to those examiners it was 
only right to point out that it was by no means certain 
that the individual called upon to examine a horse be- 
fore he was sent to the show would examine the horse 
at the show. 

_ Mr. Porcn said that on the other hand at many local 

shows only one veterinary surgeon was appointed as an 
examiner of the horses. At a very large sLow there 
might be three or four examiners, but.in that case two 
men gave the verdict, no one man passing the horse. It 
was possible then for the examiner who examined the 
— before to throw in his casting vote in faver of the 
‘norse, 

Mr. BANHAM said he had been for 25 years the ex- 
aminer of horses for a show, and he was frequently 
called upon to go and examine horses. Surely if a prac- 
titioner was asked to examine a horse before the show 
there was no one present who would not accept the 
office: he should not. The opinion of the exhibitor’s 
veterinary surgeon was no good to him so far as the 
show was concerned ; what the local practitioner might 
pass as sound theexaminer might condemn. It was a 
very serious thing for an exhibitor of any standing to 
take a valuable horse to a show and have it rejected ; it 
practically ruined the character of the horse if the veteri- 
nary opinion was correct. He saw no objection to the 

ractice and thought it did not cast any reflection on the 
‘local practitioner. In his opinion there was no reason 
why a minimum fee should not be recognised by the 
profession for various purposes, taking into considera- 
‘tion the client, the class of horse, and various other sub- 
jects. Owing to the agricultural depression there had 
been a tendencey for the fees to be lowered, and very 
often the farmer employed the local quack before he sent 
to the veterinary practitioner. Almost every farmer in 
his district tried some drug before he sent to the veteri- 
nary surgeon, and unless practitioners combined and 
said they would not attend animals which had been so 
treated he was afraid nothing would be done—and 
veterinary surgeons were not the sort of men to com- 
bine. He had had very little to do with contracts. 
Some years ago a railway company asked him to send in 
4 price for their work ; but a neighbouring practitioner, 
not waiting to be asked—he knew the company’s officials 
very well—offered to do the work at the same price as 
the retiring surgeon, and obtained the contract. That 
class of practitioner was to be found all over the country. 
In regard to fees, there were some insurance societies 
which undertook veterinary attendance. There was 
such asociety in his town which employed a veterinary 
Surgeon, who gave his services at 5/- per horse. The 
original idea was to enable poor and needy horse owners, 
such as costermongers, to obtain skilled advice ; but the 
Secretary of the Society being an energetic man used the 
5/- a year veterinary attendance as an inducement for 
people to join the Society, with the result that nearly all 
the principal tradesmen of the place belonged to it. 
a practice was not elevating to the profession and 
ona be stopped. The fee for examining a horse 
. ould never be less than 10/6 ; if possible the fee should 
i raised according to the value of the animal examined. 
= ng oa think the profession would have any control 

e Veterinar College unless that Institution 

onged to the pro ession. Fora number of years he 

ad been of opinion that the teaching school of the 





veterinary profession should belong to the members of 





the profession, and full control would then be obtained 
of the charges of that Institution. There was not much 
likelihood of that happening, and at present the College 
took no notice of practitioners’ complaints. The allow- 
ances made by the Board of Agriculture were, he thought, 
practically liberal, except in one respect, viz., that if he 
visited one of their cases on a bicycle he obtained only 
1d. a mile. So long as the work was properly done, it 
ought not to matter to the Board how the veterinary 
surgeon travelled, and the mileage rate allowed in the 
case of driving a horse shouid be given. He considered 
that a guinea a day was the least that a veterinary sur- 
geon should be asked to inspect a cattle market for, 
especially at the present time. ‘Some years ago for 
such a work in his own town he received a guinea a day. 
During this time a new market was built. The Board 
of Agriculture had also asked him to walk round the 
market as often as he could and also to stand outside 
the market and see every animal before it went into the 
market, entailinga great deal more work. A few years 
ago a neighbouring practitioner went to the Committee 
and offered to do the work for half-a-guinea. He was 
informed of this fact by a friendly councilman, and after 
much persuasion and declining in the first instance to 
reduce his fee to half-a-guinea he did so on purpose to 
keep the other man out ; and he had received that fee 
ever since. The Registration Committee ought to look 
after such individuals ; it was not right, between man 
and man, for one practitioner to interfere with the prices 
charged by another practitioner in the same place. He 
would make the following replies to Mr. Gray’s 
questions :— 

lst.— Yes. 

3rd.—Although everyone would like the object to be 
accomplished it was difficult to know how to force it. 
He did not think the Army needed much boycotting ; 
the authorities could not get enough men at present. 

4th.—The Board of Agriculture might be approached 
but they were very difficult to deal with, and took little 
notice of the profession. 

5th.—He believed the Royal College had promised 
to bring the matter before the notice of the Home 
Secretary. There was no doubt the profession should 
be more in unison on all subjects which were to their 
advantage. 

Mr. Howarp said the author suggested that all horses 
imported into the country should be tested for glanders. 
He did not think such a restriction should be put on 
horses coming from a country which showed a good 
record in the past. 150,000 American horses had been 
imported into England during the last six years, and it 
was on record that only six cases of glanders were dis- 
covered. 

Mr. SAvourRNIN here moved, and Mr. Butters seconded, 
that the discussion should be adjourned to the next 
ordinary meeting of the Society. 

Anamendment, moved by Mr. Porch, seconded by Mr. 
MacCormack, that the discussion should be finished that 
evening was put and carried. 

There being no further discussion, 

Mr. Gray, in reply, thanked the members for the 
manner.in which the paper had been discussed. There 
was really nothing to reply to, as all the speakers seemed 
to be in agreement with his views. He considered, 
however, that the voice of the meeting should have been 
taken as to the advisability of boycotting the Army 
Veterinary Department. It had gone forth to the public 
that vadailens had been passed by the veterinary 
societies all over the kingdom advising boycotting when, 
in reality, no such thing had taken place. 

Mr. W. Roger CLARKE handed in a requisition 
signed by the necessary number of Fellows, summoning 
a special general meeting of the Society, to consider the 
question of professional fees allowed in Metropolitan 
police courts. 
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Votes of thanks were accorded to Mr. Wooff for his 
morbid specimen, to Mr. Gray for his paper, and the 
President for presiding. ; 

The PRESIDENT said that as that was the last ordinary 
meeting of the session, he wished, from the bottom of 

his heart, to thank the members for the very admirable 
* way in which he had been supported at the meetings. 
Many good papers had been brought forward which had 
elicited excellent discussions. He wished also to thank 
the indefatiguable Secretary, who had done all the 
work, for what he had done, and also the Treasurer for 
his labours in getting in the subscriptions. 








SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON. 


On Thursday a meeting of the above Association was 
held at the Royal Hotel, Southampton, the President 
(Mr. E. R. Harding, of Salisbury) occupying the chair. 
There were also present Messrs. J. T. King, Bourne- 
mouth ; C. Pack, Lymington ; F. Spencer, Basingstoke ; 
J. T. Burden, Beaulieu ; and E. Whitley Baker, Hon. Sec. 
pro. tem., Wimborne. 

The SECRETARY announced apologies for unavoidable 
absence from Messrs. J. F. Simpson, Maidenhead ; J. B 
Tutt, Winchester; F. E. Knott, Portsmouth; F. W- 
Wragg, Whitechapel ;G. Parr, Salisbury ; J. 8. Wood,-: 
Parkstone ; C. F. Fulford, Haslemere ; and H. Jeffries, 
Guildford. 

Victor1A BENEVOLENT FUND. 


A communication was read from the Victoria Veteri- 
nary Benevolent Fund laying before the meeting 
the special circumstances relating to the effort being 
made to procure £500, upon the raising of which a mem- 
ber of the profession had kindly offered to give £100. 
Very great efforts had been made but only £360 had 
been received, so that about £140 was still needed. The 
Council of the Association earnestly asked that the facts 
might be laid before the meeting in order that the posi- 
tion might be fully understuod. The hope was further 
expressed that the members would personally consider 
this final appeal for help, as the Society was doing a 
splendid work among distressed brethren of the profes- 
sion, and it was on their behalf that the Association was 
asked to aid the work and to consider the application and 
if at all possible to come to the rescue at this critical 
stage of the effort. A postscript was added stating that 
only that morning two pitiable letters had been received 
showing how really necessary the work was. 

_ Mr. Krno said he happened to be present at the meet- 
ing when this question came up, and he then promised to 
do all he could at the next meeting of their own Associa- 
tion to obtain a subscription in aid of the fund. He 
however, explained how small their balance was and did 
not pledge himself to any amount. 

Mr. SPENCER said he thought it was an object which 
_ ought to support by giving a little sum out of their 
unds. 
— aa 

e SECRETARY having stated that there was: 

of £8 16s. 11d. in hand ¥ aiesctid 

Mr. SPENCER moved, and Mr. King secon 
donation of £2 should be given to after so uaa . 

Tne PRESIDENT supported the proposition, which was 
put and carried unanimously. This donation was sup- 
yg by others from the President 103. 6d.: Mr 

’ack £1 1s. ; and Mr. Baker 10s. 6d. 


ELEcTION or Hon. SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 


At the last meeting Mr. Baker kind] i 
Mr. y undertook t - 

charge the duties of hon. secretary and treasurer be 

Mr. Spencer’s acceptance of the office. Mr. Spencer now 


Such a splendid offer ought not to be allowed to | 


offices, but he was willing to accept one, he did not care 
which. 

Mr. Kine said they could not do better than accept 
Mr. Spencer’s kind offer and elect him as their hon. sec, 
(Hear, hear.) 
themselves upon his acceptance, as he had no doubt his 
services would be most valuable in promoting the 
interests of the Association. He therefore had great 

leasure in proposing that Mr. Spencer be elected the 
ion secretary of the Association. (App.) 

Mr. BuRDEN seconded. 

The PRESIDENT, in supporting, thought Mr. Spencer 
would make a splendid secretary as he had had a great 
deal of experience in secretarial duties in Lincolnshire. 

The proposition was carried by acclamation and Mr. 


during his year of office, adding that he had pleasure in 

roposing that Mr. Baker should be elected treasurer. 
Mr. Burden seconded, and this alsc was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Baker, acknowledging the election, remarked 
that he thought the arrangement of having the Secretary 
at one end of the district and the Treasurer at the other 
would work very well. 


Serious GRIEVANCES AND DISABILITIES IN THE ARMY, 


A letter was read from the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons enclosing a letter which the Council had 
forwarded to the Secretary of State for War. (Seep. ) 

Letters were also read from the Lincolnshire V.M.A. 
and Royal Counties V.M.A. both of whom had passed 
resolutions supporting the action of the Council of the 
Royal College. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Baker, the meeting unani- 
mously approved of the action taken, Mr. Pack, who: 
seconded, saying that while it was a question which affec- 
ted particularly the Army Veterinary Department, it 
also affected the profession as a whole. (Hear, hear.) 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
E. R. Harprne, M.R.C.V.S. 


Jentlemen,—My first duty and pleasure is to ex- 
press my deep appreciation of the honour and com- 
ae you conferred upon me in electing me your 
resident for the ensuing year, and to offer you my 
sincere thanks. I am well aware that there are mem- 
bers of this Association who are better fitted to occupy 
this position than I am, but I yield to no man in my 
desire for the advancement of the profession, and for the 
well-being of this Society, and it will be my earnest en- 
deavour to preserve the honour and dignity of the posi- 
tion to which you have elevated me, and which was 80 
conspicuously upheld by my predecessor. | take this 
opportunity of expressing my esteem for, and_ offering 
the Society’s thanks to Mr. Hulford for the distinguished’ 
manner in which he discharged the duties appertain- 
ing to the office he had just vacated. (Applause). 

Gentlemen, never in-the memory of living man was 
there so great a disappointment thrusc upon the nation 
as when it suddenly learnt that the King was seriously 
ill, and that the Coronation was indefinitely post- 
poned. Our vast empire was thinking of nothing else 
but the crowning of its King, and there was gathered 
together in this little island such a magnificent assemb- 
lage of the great people of the earth as had never beed 
gathered before, to witness it. Everything seemed 1? 


contribute to its success ; the long looked for peace ha 

at last come to South Africa, the sun, which had bee? 
hiding for solong, burst forth to add his glory to the 
scene. All was complete but the finishing touches, 40¢ 
in a few hours the millions in London would have 





witnessed such a scene of transcendent brilliance as~the 


stated definitely that he could not- undertake the two- 


He thought they might congratulate 


Spencer, in reply, said he would do the. best he could: 
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-world had never seen before. 


‘quarterly half-holiday. 
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But the one person on 
whom all this depends, was suddenly prostrated by an 
illness which necessitated a serious operation, and the 
nation was struck dumb with consternation, but with a 
very few unhappy exceptions, the great disappointment 
was borne with characteristic British fortitude. The 
King has been conspicuous for his sympathy with the 
sufferings of his people, and has always identified him- 
self with movements for the alleviation of suffering, 
but now it is the King who needs the sympathy of the 
people, and he has had abundant evidence of the sym- 
pathy and affection of the whole Empire. Thanks to 


‘modern surgery His Majesty’s life has been spared, and 


we trust that his perfect recovery will be speedy, and 
that in a few weeks will take place the crowning event 
of theage, the crowning of our King, and we pray that 
he, with his beautiful and most gracious consort, Queen 
Alexandra, may be spared for many years, and that their 
reign may be as happy and illustrious as his late most 
beloved mother’s. (App.) 

Since we last met, the hand of death has removed one 


-of our members, Mr. Wm. Alston Edgar, and the veteri- 


nary profession loses one of its brightest ornaments. He 
was not a frequent attendant at the meetings of this 


| Society, but other Societies nearer his home will 


miss his genial presence and valuable contributions to 
their discussions, and I am sure I express the feelings 
of you all when I say that we deeply deplore our loss, 
and sincerely sympathise with his widow and family. 

With regard to this Association, it is a matter of con- 
cern and regret to me that the attendance at the meet- 
ing is so small ; we have nearly forty members and 
honorary associates, yet the average attendance is about 
eight. This isa serious state of things, and if not im- 
proved upon, is likely to prove fatal to our existence. It 
is little encouragement to those who have gone to the 
trouble of preparing papers, and I am sure the pioneers 
have worked hard to help it along. I know quite well, 


no one better, the difficulty of getting away for several 


hours at a stated time, but I feel sure that with a 
little more enthusiasm that difficulty would disappear, 
and we should all anticipate with much pleasure our 
; (Hear, hear.) 

Coming to professional matters I feel that there is 
very little that I can say which has not been already 
said by many others, and we all seem to be agreed on 


‘the questions of the day, but there are two subjects to 


which I will briefly refer. 
The most important event of last year was the Con- 


gress on Tuberculosis. At one of the discussiuns, as you 


all know, the opinions of the two best living authorities 
Were at variance on one of the most important aspects of 


the questions, viz., the identity of human and bovine 
tuberculosis. i 


! 


| 





From numerous experiments which had | letter or todraw up an intelligible report. 


nault of Paris inoculated himself with consumptive 
matter from a diseased cow. This is certainly an heroic 
act, but a single experiment is altogether insufficient to 
establish a fact of such vast importance ; at the same 
time we cannot but admire Garnault’s self-sacrifice in 
the interests of science and we shall wait, with some de- 
gree of impatience, the result. 

The next subject to which I shall briefly refer is the 
Army Veterinary Department. The scandalously unfair 
treatment this depart.yent receives at the hands of the 
(Jovernment authorities has become unbearable. (App.) 
I was very pleased to see that our Council has addressed 
a communication to the War Office to the effect that 
unless our legitimate demands are conceded the profes- 
sion will strain every nerve to stop supplies ; but from 
replies by Mr. Brodrick to questions asked in Parliament 
I fear there will be war. (Hear, hear.) The campaign 
in which we have been engaged for nearly three years, 
and which has cost us so much in the lives of the flower 
of our Army, and in treasure, is happily at an end. It 
has taught us many lessons, one being the paramount 
importance of the horse, it is therefore absolutely neces- 
sary that the War Office should make the Veterinary 
Department as complete and thoroughly equipped as it 
is possible to be, but under existing circumstances they 
cannot expect any self-respecting capable young gentle- 
man toenter. During the late war the Department has 
done excellent service, service of a very arduous nature 
without the honour and glory of fighting. (Applause.) 
The animals which came under their charge numbered 
hundreds cf thousands, and were subject to all the 
diseases to which animal flesh is heir ; an immense strain 
was therefore put upon the Department, but we believe 
that every member worked his hardest, and it is pleasing 
to see that some have been honourably mentioned in 
despatches. (Applause.) But what is the permanent 
reward that the department receives? A studied insult. 
The new veterinary warrant which has at last been ex- 
tracted improves only in a very slight degree the position 
of the veterinary officer, entirely ignoring our chief de- 
mands, the granting of Army rank. Even the officers of 
the volunteer and militia medical staff corps have had 
the prefix “surgeon” removed, and thus obtains status 
and rank denied only to the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. Moreover, appointments which only a veterinary 
officer is fitted, and therefore ought to fill are given to 
combatant officers, some of whom have failed in their 
own department and who, asa class, the Commander-in- 
Chief and nearly all the witnesses examined by the com- 
mittee appointed to consider the education and training 
of officers of the Army, say, are deficient in general 
as well as technical education—that it is not at all an 
uncommon thing to find officers unable to write a good 
But however 


see made by both British and Continental pathologists, well educated a combatant officer may be, surely a 
there appeared to be, up to the time when Koch de- | veterinary officer, par excellence, is the only fit person to 


livered his address, no doubt whatever that the two 
‘diseases were identical, and therefore inter-communica- 
e. We must wait for the report of the Royal Com- 
‘Mission appointed to investigate the matter for a final 
settlement. Their efforts are necessarily restricted to 
“experiments on animals, and one is almost inclined to 
= that condemned criminals would offer themselves as 
th jects, but one’s better feelings revolt against it, al- 
ough it may be said in such a case that for the first 
ime in their lives they would be doing some good. We 
bw all proud that Professor M’Fadyean is a member of 
hin ‘mmission, indeed it would be incomplete without 
hie me I have unbounded faith in the thoroughness of 
ce » and in the reliability of his opinions on this 
then ant subject, and I have no doubt whatever that 
that - pe we which are being conducted will prove 
lead ro latest theory is erroneous and that they will 
es uberculosis becoming a scheduled disease. It 
eported that on the 17th of last month Dr. Gar- 





fill the position of Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals.— 
(Applause.) 

Gentlemen, I am afraid I am wearying you, but this 
is not merely a departmental question, it is a question 
which involves the whole profession, and it behoves us 
to take the matter up strongly. (Hear, hear.) I cannot 
close these few remarks without expressing my sorrow 
that one tried and valued friend, Mr. Pack, bas found it 
imperative to resign the secretaryship after holding it so 
long ; and we owe him a debt of gratitude for the valu- 
able services he has rendered, and the great interest he 
has taken in the Society (app.), which I trust will still -be 
forthcoming, and I hope his mantle will fall on his 


successor. (App.) 


Gentlemen, [ thank you for a patient hearing, and [ 
hope we shall have a successful session. (App.) 

Mr. BAKER proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
President for his able and interesting address. Mr. 


Burden seconded, and it was supported by Mr. Spencer 
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and carried unanimously, Mr. Harding briefly re- 
plying. 
Mr. Baker read the following paper which had been 
‘written by Mr. Hulford, who was again unable to attend 
the meeting through pressure of business. 


INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION. 
By Cuas. F. Hutrorp, M.R.C.V.S., Haslemere. 


Under the term intestinal obstruction are included all 
those cases in which the contents of the intestinal canal 
are obstructed in their onward passage, by causes or con- 
ditions occurring within the abdomen or pelvis. 

The comparative frequency with which intestinal ob- 
struction occurs is difficult to estimate. It is always 
fraught with danger, and in a large number of cases is 
more or less speedily fatal. 

The causes or pathological conditions which may give 
rise to intestinal obstruction vary in nature, in mode of 
action, and in acuteness and severity of effect. Some are 
congenital depending upon developmental abnormalities, 
others are ucguired resulting from accident, disease, or 
physiological incapacity. Some act by compression of 

the bowel from without, some by constriction of the 
bowel from within, and others by blocking its canal. 

Some come into play suddenly or almost suddenly and 
without warning, and at once lead to complete occlusion. 
The symptoms are most acute, and in the absence of 
relief fatal results speedily follow. Some coming into 
play with almost equal suddenness and accompanied by 
almost equally severe symptoms do not so immediately 
lead to occlusion ; some degree of permeability remains 
for a time and the chances of relief are better. Other 
causes again seem to develop slowly. The symptoms, 
in the earlier stages at any rate, are not acute, the 
malady takes a chronic course, better opportunities 
for consideration and treatment are afforded and fatal re- 
sults, though they may ultimately accrue, can be longer 
averted. The causes of intestinal obstruction may be 
enumerated as follows, in order as nearly as possible 
corresponding to the acuteness and urgency of the 
symptoms, and the imminence of danger to life to which 

they give rise :— 

1. Congenital malformation. 

2. Internal strangulation. 

(a) By false ligament or bands, the result of previous 
inflammatory mischief, either under such bands, 
or by loops or knots, or in slits or by kinking 
caused by traction. 

(b) By omentum or mesentery (in association with 
some abnormal peculiarity), by bands or in slits. 

(c) By twisting or knotting (volvulus) and conse- 
quent compression of the bowel by itself, or by 
its mesentery. 

3. By intussusception or invagination, 

4. By constriction, which may occur by cicatricial con- 
tractions of the bowel itself resulting from injury Or 
ulcerative disease, or by new growths in the bowel itself. 

5. Compression which may be by displaced viscera or 
by new growths. 

_6, Impaction of foreign bodies or intestinal concre- 

tions, and 

Lastly, by impaction of faecal masses. 

Every part of the intestinal tract is liable to be 
pound affected by one or other cause of obstruction 

ut some parts are much more frequently—if not almost 
exclusively—affected by particular causes. Acute in- 


ternal strangulation by bands almost always affects 
by twists the sigmoid flexure. | 


= small intestines ; 
Jompression and traction especially affect the small i 

. . 1n- 
testines. Intussusception most frequently involves the 
excum and colon. Constrictions due to morbid growths 
are most common in the large intestine. 


The symptoms and physical signs of intestinal obstruc- 
tion are as a rule sufficiently constant and characteristic 
to establish a general diagnosis, but though they vary in 
acuteness and in certain other respects with the cause 
and seat of the obstruction it is, in our patients, almost 
impossible to determine the differential diagnosis. 

ea avery large proportion of cases of obstruction de- 
pending upon most causes, pain is the earliest, or one of 
the earliest symptoms, and in a greater or less degree 
though it may change in character, and from time to 
time remit in severity, it usually persists more or less 
continuously and constantly very nearly to the end. 

The impaction of a foreign body, the commencement 
of an intussusception, or a strangulation of a portion of 
the bowel occuring suddenly is usually signalised by an 
access of acute pain. Strictures of the bowel and ob- 
structions due to pressure of tumours cause compara- 
tively little pain. Obstruction of the large intestine by 
impaction of faces is attended by scarcely any actual 

ain. 

' The pain is caused, no doubt, by the injury imme- 
diately inflicted on the serous or mucous coat of the 
bowel, but is very speedily increased or maintained by 
the effects of the congestion and distention of the com- 
pressed blood vessels on their accompanying nerves. 

Later comes the pain associated with distention of the 
bowel itself, and this is increased by the futile peris- 
taltic efforts of the intestine to move on the solid, liquid, 
or gaseous matters accumulated above the obstruction. 
Ata still later stage, when inflammation is established, 
the pain and tenderness of enteritis or peritonitis super- 
vene. 

Constipation is of necessity a constant symptom of 
intestinal obstruction. It may be absolute from the first 
or may become so after a certain period, and we must 
bear in mind that even after complete occlusion has vc- 
curred there may remain in the bowel below the seat of 
obstruction some portion of its contents, and the secre- 
tions and excretions of the mucous membrane being 
added, the evacuation of these by natural effort or by 
enemata may give rise to the false idea that the occlu- 
sion is not complete or that relief has been obtained. 
Often, however, the bowel below its obstruction at once 
ceases to act, and after death may be found to contail 
feces, although the constipation has been absolute. 

In intussusceptions, especially in chronic cases, the 
bowel is rarely altogether impermeable from the first, 
although later it becomes so from the effects of inflam 
matory swelling. In strictures of the bowel, either sim 
ple or from morbid growth, or in compression by tum- 
| ours, constipation comes about slowly and is often only 
' rendered absolute by a twist. : 

The occurrence of obstruction from whatever cause 8 
followed by distention of the intestine above the seat 0 
obstruction from accumulation of its contents. In acute 
internal strangulation it comes on rapidly and severely, 
in chronic obstruction gradually, and in intussusception 
it rarely occurs, at any rate during the earlier stages. 

The more rapidly distention takes place and the 
greater its degree the more serious as a general rule 10 
the case, and the sooner is a fatal result likely to ensue 
It has been noticed that in occlusion of the intestines 
occurring high up, especially in cases of acute strangt” 
lation, the excretion of urine is usually diminished to * 
great extent and sometimes almost wholly suppresse¢ ; 
this is no doubt in part due to some reflex inhibitory 
influence exerted through the sympathetic system up0" 
the excreting functions of the kidneys. 
_ In cases of acute obstruction from the first the pulse 
is small and thin, and towards the end becomes thready: 
Usually it is increased, but sometimes it may be dim! 





ished in ely. The temperature is often lowered 1 
a very marked extent, but rises if peritonitis sets 1”. 


| Collapse may occur at the commencement of an acute 
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or may immediately precede the fatal termination of a 


curring at the commencement, as in strangulation, intus- 
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more chronic case of intestinal obstruction. When oc- 


susception, or sudden impaction of a foreign body, it is 
no doubt due to the shock of the injury at the moment 
inflicted. When it occurs after a more or less considera- 
ble interval it is usually associated with rupture of the 
intestine and extravasation of its c ntents into the peri- 
toneum. 

The general diagnosis of intestinal obstruction rests on 
the histury of the case and on the recognition and due 
appreciation of signs and symptoms. In order to arrive 
at aright conclusion not only must we consider all the 
symptoms but carefully and thoroughly examine the 
abdomen by palpation, percussion of the external sur- 
face, and by rectal exploration. And we should do all 
we can to ascertain the differential as well as the general 
diagnosis at the earliest moment before distention has 
taken place. In this I regret to say we are severely 
handicapped by the inability of our patients to help us. 
Various morbid conditions may give rise to symptoms 
more or less closely resembling or simulating those of 
intestinal obstruction, among such may be mentioned 
certain forms of colic, enteritis, and peritonitis. In these 
conditions there is arrest of action but not mechanical 
obstruction of the intestine, a distinction which. it is im- 
portant to bear in mind. 

The tendency of intestinal obstruction, from whatever 
cause, is towards a fatal termination at an earlier or 
later period according to circumstances, but in respect to 
the more acute forms there are scarcely any in which 
relief may not be afforded sometimes occurring spontane- 
ously, and sometimes in consequence of the treatment 
adopted. 

Some of the complications that are liable to occur and 
to conduce to the fatal result are peritonitis, enteritis, 
ulceration, and perforation of the bowel, and hemor- 
thage into the bowel or peritoneum. 


TREATMENT. 


The treatment of intestinal obstruction must neces- 
sarily be determined by the cause and the circumstances 
and condition of the particular case with which we have 
to deal, but I may not inappropriately refer to a general 
line of treatment upon which no doubt we all more or 
ss act, inasmuch as tentative measures for relief are 
often called for before any definite conclusion as to 
the precise cause of the trouble can be arrived at. 

ms urgatives,—As a rule when the existence of obstruc- 
‘tion is established, and emphatically in all acute cases, 
Violent purgatives are to be avoided. They tend to in- 
crease rather than relieve the mischief. The object 
should be in the first place to soothe and not to irritate 
and excite the affected part. In cases in which a violent 
ave has been given (and this is often done before 
® Surgeon is called in) failure of effect decidedly con- 
traindicates the repetition of any similar dose. When 
4!l urgent symptoms have subsided a mild laxative often 
Proves of great service, but it is then necessary to be very 
‘Cautious. 
‘ Sedatives.—In almost all cases sedatives and anti- 
a are demanded, and orium and belladonna, 
‘ ra, _ omen, are wost useful. Personally, I 
atropine, with a hypodermic injection of morphia et 
wither on honey or less copious, of simple soap and water 
Soaen ee ge the addition of oil turpentine, or ether, 
struct uty of great service in cases of intestinal ob- 
Uction in affording relief, 


. 


Abdominal Taxis.— Careful manipulation of the abdo- 
men with movement of the animal has been productive 
of good. Unfortunately our patients do not lend them- 
selves to surgical operation inasmuch as differential diag- 
nosis is so extremely difficult and hazardous. 

Finally, we should always bear in mind that any 
abdominal derangement quickly lowers the vitality of 
the patient, and the more rapidly we can give relief the 
better.” 

Discussion. 


Mr. KiNG said he was sure they would al! wish to 
thank Mr. Hulford very cordially for his paper, at the 
same time regretting that he was not with them. The 
subject of abdominal diseases had been well treated, and 
what struck him particularly was that the pathology of 
the subject was most exhaustively dealt with. He 
thought it showed that Mr. Hulford had thoroughly 
grasped his subject and understood what he was writing 
about. As regarded the treatment of these diseases he 
was of opinion the first thing to be adopted was no doubt 
a mild purgative They might commence with three or 
four drachms of alces, and be followed by an injection 
of morphia. He had also found a good deal of good ina 
solution of hyoscyamus and a diurectic dose of ol. tereb., 
which in many cases not only tended to lessen the attack 
but also to ward off the more serious enteritis which 
might come on afterwards. When gving to South Africa 
be found a hypodermic solution of morphia and atropia 
most useful, and he thought its use could not be too 
highly extolled in these cases. 

Mr. SPENCER also expressed his persona] thanks to 
Mr. Hulford for his admirable paper. With regard to 
the treatment of these diseases he thought it depended 
particularly upon the locality in which the obstruction 
was situated and the dose of purgative medicine given. 
His own idea was that if he found a horse’s pulse avera- 
ging 60 or 70 he did not hesitate to give the animal six 
drachms of aloes. He did not tind, except upon a very 
rare occasion, that a dose of purgative medicine caused 
the irritability of which he had heard and read. He 
thought if they gave an ordinary dose of six drachms of 
aloes to an animal of ordinary size they would not do 
much wrong. With regard to hypodermic injections his 
first trials of eserine were most successful, and then he 
had a run of bad luck, but whether he gave too much 
he did not know. He got most violent pain within half- 
an-hour after the injection. He believed in giving a 
little pilocarpin which stimulated the peristaltic action 
of the bowels. This had a wonderful effect where the 
oustruction was caused by being over-laden with food. 
He was also very fond of using a little mustard, espec- 
ially in cold weather, instead of hot fomentations with 
rugs, as with the latter the heat necessary could not be 
maintained. When he applied mustard he mixed it 
with cold water, for the reason that the horse’s body 
gave the required heat and the mustard retained its 
strength longer. He also generally applied a little stimu- 
lating liniment. 

Mr. Pack endorsed the remarks of appreciation re- 
specting Mr. Hulford’s paper, but said that the patho- 
logical views he held were in advance of most of them. 
With regard to the causes of intestinal obstructions, 
some were due to impactions by food and others to in- 
flammation of the bowels or abscesses. The impaction 
by food resulted in the lowering of the nervous vitality 
of the part in which the impaction occurred. As to the 
diagnosis, he thought when the obstruction was caused 
by impacted food the symptoms at first were not a | 





ot fomentations and i ig i 
Joment poultices, especially with the 
ree application of local anodynes (solutions of opium or 


’ 


= a T pen) often materially relieve suffering, and thus 
f perhaps as by causing determination to the sur- | 


ace and lessening j : 
* ning int 
D Some cases, g internal congestion, favour recovery | 


severe, but they usually became more severe. In a 
cases the rectum should be explored to find out the con- 
dition of the large intestine. If it was found that the 
large bowels were very full, undoubtedly the treatment 
was plenty of warm water injected by means of the 
enema pump. 
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With regard to the best method of increasing peri- 
staltic action nothing in his estimation came up to 
-eserine. He had never heard pilocarpin advocated as 
increasing peristalsis, but as a stimulant of the mucous 
glands. When the pain was not severe undoubtedly 
aloes would bring about evacuation, but he thought the 
action was very slow, and if they could get nothing to 
act quicker, nature would prove her own restorer, adopt- 
ing some remedy which removed the mass. He had 
never tried it but there was an injection syringe-—Huish- 
Toope patent canula—for injecting fluids right into the 
colon. It was spoken very highly of by the Edinburgh 
College of Professors. Then as to enemas, warm water 
was better than cold, he should say, for removing pain 
and the further they could get the enema tube to pass 
the sooner they got to the impacted mass, providing, of 
course, that the obstruction was due to this cause. 
Once, and only once, had he met witha case of stoppage 
or intestinal ubstruction, caused by abscess in the rec- 
tum. He managed to burst the bowel to get the matter 
through, and the death of the horse followed. The whole 
of the rectum was involved: in a mass of abscess. 
When calculi were the cause of obstruction the less aloes 
they gave the better, but a quantity of oils should be 
substituted, with plenty of enemas to help bring them 
away. 

Mr. Baker, while endorsing the expressions of thanks 
to Mr. Hulford, said he felt with Mr. Pack that he had 
gone beyond them. At the same time he could not help 
thinking that their difficulty as veterinary surgeons 
engaged in the administration or non-administration of 
canthartics was that in these cases of obstruction they 
could not definitely diagnose thecause. The text books 
gave certain symptoms which they had torely upon. As 
pupils they were told of these symptoms, and afterwards 
as assistants they received the benefit of the experience 





of their employers, but when they came to be in practice 
for themselves they found that they had to treat each | 
case on its merits and trust to Providence for a satis- 

factory termination. He must say that he could not ! 
satisfy himself in the majority of cases as to where the | 
obstruction was, simply from the external appearance of | 
the horse [t was mainly by examination of the rectum | 
that they could localise obstruction in the large bowel, | 
but further than that they could not generally go. He | 
remembered in his student days they were taught that | 
the particular symptom of a ruptured stomach was | 
vomition, but at a place where he saw more cases of 

ruptured stomach than he had ever seen since he ven- | 
tured to state that notin one case out of ten did vomi- 
tion occur. Then, again, they were told that if a horse 
sat upon its haunches it pointed to certain symptoms ; 
if it backed into a corner that this was due to obstruction 
of a certain portion of the bowel ; and that if the animal 
wandered round and round the box he was in it pointed 
to another cause of trouble. He found that the symp- 
toms varied in each case and were more or less a surprise 
to them. Whether it was wise to give the indiscriminate 
doses of aloes they were taught to give was open to ques- 
tion, but when the obstruction was due to volvulus, cal- 
culus, or strangulation it seemed that the best possible 
treatment to adopt was to give aperients, but not 
violent ones, as they wanted to lessen the animal’s pain. 
He always made a point of administering a hypodermic 
injection of morphia, giving instructions that the ani- 
mal should not be allowed to get down and plunge and 
roll, and he thought his results had generally been satis- 
factory. He quite agreed with Mr. Hulford as to the 
advisability of giving enemas, as he thought they cer- 
tainly assisted them in the treatment of these cases, but 
on the other hand he questioned when the impaction 
was well forward whether they did have a great amount 
of effect. As to the use of mustard on the abdomen. as 
advocated by Mr. Spencer, he thought there was one 
great objection, and that was that it made the animal so 





1 Clin. 


| violent and added to their trouble of keeping him quiet. 
: Personally, he preferred some stimulating liniments. If 


mustard was used it became dry, and before a stimulant 
could be reapplied they had a coating of paint which no 
liniment would penetrate. There was one course which 
he invariably adopted, and which in the majority of 
cases it seemed to him advisable todo. It was to ad- 
minister antiseptics. He knew of no objections attend- 
ing their use. 

The PRESIDENT said that the meeting knew perfectly 
well his views on the question and the treatment of the 
diseases, us he had the hcnour of placing them before 
them at Basingstoke He thought in all cases manual 
exploration of the rectum should be made, and if they 
felt satisfied it was an obstruction by toéod—well, he 
had had very great success with eserine and carbonate 
of ammonia. He could not say that he had had any 
bad results from eserine, and frequently he repeated 
the dose in two hours with excellent results. He had 
not given aloes since he had adopted this treatment. He 
always left his pump at the farm and told them to give 
enemas every two hours. As tothe use of mustard or 
stimulating liniment, he generally used mustard as he 
thought it was arelief. Mr. Baker had mentioned anti- 
septics. He occasionally used 15 grains of carbolic ina 
half-pint of linseed oil. Sometimes tapping the bowel 
was the only thing he did, the animal getting right 
without any medicine whatever. In his opinion the 
sheet anchor was eserine and carbonate and ammonia. 

Mr. Pack: With regard to puncture, I have hada 
case of a horse very much distended. I gave the animal 
all the stimulants [ could in the way of dispersing the 
gases, and [ had to puncture him. I punctured him on 
both sides with a hypodermic needle, and in less than 
half-an-hour he was feeding. The ungrateful animal 
shortly afterwards sprained his fetlock so severely that 
he had to be shot. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPENCER said that he had never found any bad 
results from puncture. 

The PRESIDENT agreed with. 

It was decided on the motion of Mr. King, seconded 
by Mr. Baker, that the next meeting should be also held 
at Southampton on account of its accessibility from all 
parts. 

Mr. Burden proposed, and Mr. Pack seconded, 4 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for presiding, 
Mr. Harding acknowledging the compliment. The mem 
bers subsequently dined together. 


—_—we 





Joint Felon and Abortion. 


Ostertag considers these to be sequels of the presen¢e 
of a coccus identical with streptococcus pyogenes, 4! 
he has produced both conditions with cultures of strep 
tococcus pyogenes obtained from goats, but similar I 
fection has failed to produce abortion in cows. Le 
recommends the usual.precautions including §sterilising 
the stallion’s organs with 4 per cent. tepid solution ° 
Lysol after service.—-Berl. Th. Woch. 








Wounds of the Foot. 
_ Cadéac considers temperature to be a safe guide, # 
rise always accompanying infective wounds—39 to #”: 
He considers such infective woudds take the form ! 


a constitutional disease rather than loeal.—./ow’. “ 
Med. Veét. 





Medical Candidates. 

The Minister of Education in Italy has prescribed 
that medical men desirous of a veterinary qualificati® 
shall commence as third yew students after p2ssli 


an oe in anatomy and veterinary. hygic®— 
ét. 
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The Institut Pasteur, Paris. 


In the Annales del’ Institut Pasteur for June 25th M. 
Eugene Viala gives statistics of the antirabic inocula- 
tions performed in the Institute in 1901. During the 
year, 1321 persons underwent the treatment. The num- 
ber of deaths was 8; in 3 of these fatal cases hydro- 
phobia declared itself before the end of the treatment ; 
these cases are consequently not included among those 
treated. The number of patients was therefore 1318 of 
whom 5 died, a mortality of 0°38 per cent. Full details 
ofithese 5 cases are given. 








ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The London Gazette of Tuesday last contains the final 
despatch from Lord Kitchener to the Secretary of State 
for War, dated, Cape Town, 23rd June, 1902, which 
contains the following :— 

[ would also beg to bring to notice the following 
names :— 

* * * * 
Army VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Col. (local Vet.-Col.) I. Matthews, C.B., 
Vet.-Maj. F. W. Forsdyke, Vet.: Maj. F. W. Sharp, Vet.- 
Maj. R. Raymond, Vet.-Lieut.-Col. R. Pringle, Civil 
Vet.-Surg. J. Buck, Cpl. Shoeing-smith N. N. Turner 
“H” Battery R.H.A.), 564 Sgt.-Farrier MacSweeney 
(5th Victorian M.R.), 4007 Farrier-Qr.-Mr.-Sgt. Togne 
(Subadar, Indian Veterinary Department), 3084 Sgt. 
(acting Sgt.-Maj.) G. Panter, (2nd Dragvons), 3614 
Farrier-Qr.-Mr.-Sgt. W. Padfield (18th Hussars), 4017 
C. Goodwin (11th Hussars), Civilian Farrier G. B. 

aton. 


CoRONATION CEREMONY, AUGUST 9TH, 1902. 


Command. Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Nunn, 
49 CLE. D.S.0., Deputy Director-General Army 
Veterinary Department, has been appointed to dis- 
charge the administrative duties of the Veterinary 
Department. Address: 66, Victoria Street, West- 
minster. 


Veterinary Officers. Veterinary Officers will be detached 
50 as follows for the Camps : 

Alexandra Park. 2nd Lieut. W.S. Mulvey, Ist. 
Middlesex (Victoria and St. Georges) Rifle Volun- 
teers, Hon. Vety.- Lieut. 

Kensington Gardens and Barracks. Vety.-Capt. 
H. 'T. Sawyer, A.V.D. 

Regent’s Park. Vety.-Capt. F. B. Drage, Royal 
Horse Guards. 

Hounslow Heath. Vety.-Major J. A. Meredith, 
Ist. Life Guards ; Vety.-Lieut. F. U. Carr, A.V.D. 

Islington Cattle Market. Vety.-Capt. A. W. 
Mason, Ist. West Riding of Yorkshire Volunteer 
Artillery. 

Hampton Court. Vety.-Capt. C. H. Evans, Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department. 

Orders by Field Marshal His Royal Highness The 
Deke of Connaught and Strathearn, K.G. K.T. K.P. 
G.C.B. G.C.S.L G.C.M G.G.C.LE G.C.V.O., Command- 
Ing the Troops, A.D.C. 


= OBITUARY. 
Davin McGint, F.R C.V.S., Birmingham. 
Glas., 1872. 


WitutaM East, M.R.C.V.S., Princes Risborough. 

We ‘Was Graduated, Lond., 1849. 
Byer “ast passed away on Tuesday, 29th July, at the 
ge ol 74. He had been in practice over 50 years at 


P : . De. < _ e . 
— Risborough, where he died. His widow survives 











CORRESPONDENCE, 


THE JUDGING AT R.AS.E. SHOW. 
Sir, 

One hears a great deal (1) about the falling off of ex- 
hibits at shows ; and (2) about the difficult, thankless, 
and much criticised task the judges have. The reason 
for both these facts is perfectly clear to any onlooker 
who possesses an eye for a horse, and whose sense of 
justice is what it ought to be. 

I was an onlooker at some of the judging at the Royal 
Show, and what I witnessed there clearly showed me 
why exhibitors give up showing their animals, and why 
the judges draw down on their heads so-called un- 
justcriticism. For example, I will describe what hap- 
pened in Polo Pony Class 36 (Eastern sires). There 
were seven competitors in this class, two of them 
being Ist and 2nd prize winners of long standing, four 
of them having competed at several shows and received 
minor favours, one of them an entirely new exhibit—a 
pure bred Arab of the “Anazai” tribe—-making his 
debit in the English show yard, though in India he had 
often figured at the top of the list both on the turf and 
in the show ring. I must here explain that the system 
of judging at Carlisle appeared to be this : 


I. The competitors— bearing their distinctive num- 
bers—assembled in the ring, where they received a pre- 
liminary inspection to see (I understand) if they were 
what they professed to be, i.e., Eastern sires calculated 
to improve the breeding of the high class riding and 
polo pony. 

II. Those deemed worthy to compete for honours 
were then sent to the veterinary surgeon’s yard to be 
passed (or not passed) sound, 


III. Those who went through this ordeal satisfac- 
torily then returned to the judging ring and were judged 
and awarded the prizes according to the judges’ ideas of 
their respective merits 

In this instance when the ponies entered the ring the 
two judges, book in hand, commenced by inspecting each 
of the well known old prize winners, and from them 
passed down the line until they came to the seventh 
competitor—he being the lately imported and never pre- 
viously exhibited Arab spoken of above. What happened 
there was most unaccountable, the judges walked round 
this new exhibit at the respectful distance of two 
to three yards, then motioned to his attendant to walk 
him out, which he did like a well-mannered animal, 
and with this brief and very casual inspection rejected 
him from the class, not even allowing him to proceed 
with the other ponies to the veterinary surgeon’s in- 
spection. 

As most of the other competitors are well known old 
favourites and the holders of many prizes, and because 
comparisons are odious I will not enter into any detail 
as to their individual points, /w¢ I must in justice to 
this rejected Arab give a short summary of his caste, 
make, shape, and other claims to have been fairly 
treated, in fact to have been given as much examination 
as any one would give when buying a new pair of boots. 

This Arab, the property of an officer in the Army 
Veterinary Department, was sent over from India by his 
owner for the express purpose of improving and en- 
couraging the breeding of high class ponies in Scotland, 
and with this aim and object in view he was entered in 
the Polo Pony Stud Book and shown at Carlisle. 

He was originally chosen in the Bombay Arab stables 
by the best judge of an Arab in India, Major Ralph 
Broome, Remount Agent for the Indian Government in 
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Bombay, a man who has unequalled opportunities of 
securing a really high caste blood Arab, and a man whose 
opinion is esteemed as a first class judge of a horse by 
all sportsmen, as well as by the Indian Government. 
This pony as a six-year-cld and with very little proper 
training won a mile race easily in 1 min. 53 4-5th secs. 
carrying nearly eight stone, which was for a pony of his 
size (14.1) a very creditable performance. He is also 
an Al. polo pony and hunter, and an exceptionally well- 
mannered snaffle-mouthed hack. He isa golden blood 
bay with black points, a miniture thoroughbred with 
all the points of a true Arab of the Anazai breed (the 

urest strain in Arabia). He has a straight spine, straight 
lon galloping quarters, powerful loins, a beautifully 
dropped hind leg, a round well-ribbed up barrel, swelling 
well out behind the elbows, great depth of girth, a broad 
but flat chest, very oblique deep shoulder (a very un- 
common thing in most Arabs), a light well arched neck, 
a well set or lean head, with a large brilliant eye, thin 
delicate nostrils, deep small mouth, wide clear jowl, a 
small, short, silky ear ; with the upper inner bone of the 
knees and hocks large, and hinder bone of each also 
large ; flat legs with clear steel-like powerful tendons, 
wide away from the suspensory ligament, clear and 
cool as a two-year-old’s (after five years work) measuring 
74 inches below the knee, sloping pasterns (a very 
characteristic point in an Arab) ending in good, open, 
tough feet ; a skin like satin, with a network of veins ; 
and, lastly, a well set on and well carried tail. 

He is a beautiful mover at a gallop, with the gliding 
smooth action so essential in a good polo pony, he turns 
and bends for the slightest touch of the rein, he is a 
good trotter though he has not the undesirable action of 
a hackney (no pure Arab naturally has), and he has the 
long swinging walk of a thoroughbred racehorse. 

Finally, he is just reaching his prime—which I believe 
in an Arab is ten years—having been foaled in 1893. 

Leaving the matter of prizes utterly out of the ques- 
tion for the present, why was this Arab rejected from a 
class in which he undoubtedly appeared, to many good 
judges of a horse, to be one of the best, if not the best 
of his kind ? 

Why was he not carefully, minutely, and fairly 
examined ”? 

Why was he not accorded as much attention as animals 
that had appeared in the judging ring year after year ? 

hy was he almost ignored instead of receiving, as 
was only just, a thorough over-hauling, an ordeal which 
he was wellable to undergo creditably ? 

Can any judge ofa horse, however clever he may be at 
his work, conscientiously reject an animal in a few hur- 
ried glances ? 

ls it encouraging owners to import and exhibit true 
and pure Arabs when such treatment is accorded them ? 

Can report be so near the truth that no matter how 
good an animal may be exhibited he cannot be allowed 
to oust the aged and infirm from their (once perhaps 
well merited) positions ? 

Is it not evident that a man with one really good 
exhibit must succumb to the claims of owners, who 
have exhibited from year to year, and who possess 
several strings to their bows—men whom it is an open 
secret the authorities dare not offend. 

Is this treatment—which was remarked on and con- 
demned by many masters of the pvints of a horse—caleu- 
lated to encourage new exhibitors to expend much time 
- er ae “le nd animals? Is this likely 

0 promote the breeding of t i ‘ idi 
Atooe all. wh g e high class riding pony ? 
who are really masters of the subject ? Men who 
served in India and who can distinguish the tru 


scores of men one could name, either on du 
leave, who would be experts at the task ; and 


y not nominate men to judge the Arabs | recent issue. 


| judges appointed owners would have far more contidence 
‘in exhibiting their horses, and would not feel that a 
‘truly pure-bred specimen might be rejected from his 
class through utter ignorance of what an Arab should be. 

Officers in the Army Veterinary Department are not 
overburdened with cash, and may not possess much in- 
fluence tu push their exhibits, but for this very reason it 
is all the more sporting and praiseworthy when they do 
compete with more favoured exhibitors, and in a big 
show like the Royal one does expect to see fair play. 

I am afraid [ have trespassed on your time and space 
more than I meant to do, but my excuse is that I am a 
great admirer of a good Arab, [ have had much to do 
with them, and they have helped me to pass many “a 
long, long Indian day”’ most enjoyably. Hence I feel | 
must speak a few words on behalf of an exceptionally 
good specimen of the breed. 

“ONE WHO LOOKED ON.” 


FEES, CHARGES, ETC. 
Sir, 

l have read with considerable interest the paper by 
Mr. Gray recently published by you, and think that the 
views of some of your country readers, who, by the way, 
are the majority of the profession, would be of advantage 
to many who, like myself, have no criterion as to what 
they should charge their clients beyond the entries in 
their predecessor's books, which probably are very much 
out of date. 

I am often startled by some of my _ professional 
brethren informing me that they easily obtain twice or 
more what I do for certain items, and, on the other hand, 
am at times disgusted on learning from others at what 
low figure they estimate their services. Of course one 
has to adapt his charges to those of his neighbours as far 
/as possible, but surely there is no need for the discre- 
| pancy one finds in the same locality. 
| {do not think Mr. Gray’s charge for a visit in the 
_ country sufficient, and think 1s. per mile should be the 
| minimum, as that is the lowest you can engage a trap 
| for here, and if you do a journey in a hired trap you al- 

ways lose money on the job if you give the driver any- 
thing. Neither do I think anyone should be charged 
| half fees, as when one has a large proportion of working 
| people amongst one’s clients one must lose considerably 

y working for them at all. 
|. [charge 10s. and 7s. 6d. for castration when I can get 

it, but rarely get more than 5s., as it is easy to geta 
castrator to do the job for 3s. 6d. Removing tumours, 
etc., 10s. 6d.; docking, 3s. 6d. ; examination for sound- 
ness, £1 Is. and expenses; foaling, £1 1s. ; calving, 
| 10s. 6d. ; removing placenta, 5s. ; firing, 10s. 6d. ; blister- 
‘Ing, 2s. 6d. a leg ; rasping teeth, 2s. 6d! Medicine : 807. 
bottle 2s. ; 12 oz. bottle 3s.; colic drink 2s. 6d. ; cow 
drenches 2s. ; balls and powders 6s. to 103. a dozen; 
liniment or lotion 2s.; gallon jars skin liniment 10s. ; 
gallon jars horse medicine £1 1s. ; condition powder 5s. 
a pound ; keep of horses 10s, to 15s. a week; keep of 
dogs 3s. 6d. to 5:. a week ; dog pills 6d. and 1s. ; dog 
medicine 1s. for 80z. bottle ; examining sheep for export 
1s. to 2s. 6d. each. 
| I should be glad if some of your country readers would 
| criticise these charges and say if they can do better. 
‘do not think them high enough, they certainly woul 








| not enable me to send my sons toa public school at £100 


a year, as suggested by one of your contributors 10 4 
But does anyone do better? I enclose BY 


have | card and subscribe myself 


' e and | 
much valued points of a pure bred Arabian ; there are | = 


ty or on! 


-” 
“Country CousIN. 
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